Philosophy 111
Jill Gordon                         Lovejoy 251

Self & Society
Office Hours:       
T         2:30-4:00

TTh  9:30-10:45
                             

W        4:00-5:00

Spring 2007
And by appointment:                  859-4554


Email:


jpgordon@colby.edu

(**Though I much prefer face time!**)

SYLLABUS

TEXTS:
(1) Second Treatise of Government, John Locke
(2) Malcolm X Speaks, Malcolm X
(3) Trial and Death of Socrates, Plato [Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, Phaedo (selections)]
(4) On Liberty, John Stuart Mill
(5) The Communist Manifesto, Karl Marx and Frederick Engels


(6) The Ethics of Ambiguity Simone de Beauvoir 


(7) Invitation to a Beheading, Vladimir Nabokov

DAILY PREP:
On a daily basis, I’ll expect you to have prepared the readings listed on the syllabus for that day.  See “Survival Kit” for a sense of how to prepare philosophical readings.   Since I have relatively high expectations of preparedness, I generally do not assign long readings.  You should come to class each day with as deep an understanding of the readings as you are able, as well as with questions about the text and philosophical questions engendered by the readings.  We will proceed through a combination of lecture and discussion as much as possible.  Attendance is expected.  After two absences— whether “excused” or “unexcused” is irrelevant—I will send an academic warning, and after three absences, I will consider dismissal from the course.  See Colby College Catalogue for more information on class attendance.

GRADING:
1.  On 8 occasions during the semester, I will give a brief quiz at the beginning of class.  These will be graded on a scale of 0-5.  At the end of the semester, I will take the  top 7 scores , which will count as 35% of your grade.   These quizzes will typically consist of a single question that can be answered in a paragraph and that pertains to the readings for that day. These quizzes cannot be taken late nor made up after the fact.  If you are absent on the day of a quiz, your score will be zero.

2.  You will take 2 in-class unit examinations each worth 20% of your final grade.  Note that the course has three units, and there are three exams that will be given, so you will have to choose for which two units you will take an exam.   You may not take the first two exams and decide that you then want also to take the third, nor may you come to an exam, start it and decide afterwards that you do not want to take the exam.  Once you have looked at an exam, you are committed to taking it.   If you choose not to take an exam, you need not come to class on that day.  You will have to think carefully and take relevant matters into consideration in choosing which two exams you will take.  Note also that there is a date after which you cannot drop this course (March 23, 2007), which falls between the first and second exam; that later exams are not necessarily easier nor more difficult than earlier ones; and that the end of the semester is always extremely busy.  Please check your travel, sport, or other schedule ahead of time to avoid conflicts.

3.  You will write an 8-12 page term paper, which will be worth 25% of the final grade.  The term paper will be a philosophical essay, as opposed to a research paper, in which you formulate and argue an original thesis based on an interpretation of the novel we will read  at the end of the semester and themes in it that reflect the philosophy we have read.  I will provide more guidance and details about the term paper later in the semester.  

SCHEDULE
T Feb 6
Introduction to the course.  Introduction to  Thomas Hobbes and John Locke.  What is liberalism and what are its origins?

Th Feb 8
Locke.  Read Chapters I-III (all), Chapter V (§25-§37, §46-§51), Chapter VI (§86-§91), Chapter VIII (§95-§97, §119-§122), and Chapters IX and X (all). What is Locke’s view of the state of nature?  Do you see any veiled references to Hobbes’ theory?  What is Locke’s view of property?  Of the origins of inequality?  What is the motivation for Locke to argue against paternalism?  What do you make of his views of marriage and “conjugal right”?  How is a new civil society founded?  What is the purpose of government, according to Locke?  Explain the difference between the contractual relationship and the fiduciary relationship.

T Feb 13
Locke.  Read Chapters XI-XIII and XVIII-XIX, pp. 69-83 and 101-124.  What does Locke say about the various branches of government?  Why are they distinct?  How does Locke deal with despotism (tyranny)?  How can government legitimately dissolve?  What conditions must hold if rebellion is to be legitimate?  What is Locke’s attitude toward violence in extreme political turmoil

Th Feb 15
Malcolm X.  Read the three speeches: “The Ballot or the Bullet,” pp. 23-44; “To Mississippi Youth,” pp. 137-146; and “Message to the Grass Roots,” pp. 3-17.  Explain how Malcolm’s theoretical  framework and assumptions match those of Locke.  What issues does he address that are similar?

T Feb 20
 Malcolm X.  Read the three speeches: “The Black Revolution,” pp. 45-57; “With Mrs. Fannie Lou Hamer,” pp. 105-114; and “Prospects for Freedom in 1965,” pp. 147-156.  What conditions exist during Malcolm’s lifetime?  What is the status of civil and natural rights?  Is there cause for legitimate rebellion?

Th Feb 22
Locke & Malcolm X.  Catch-up.

T Feb 27
FIRST IN-CLASS EXAMINATION.

Th Mar 1
Plato.  Introduction.  Read Euthyphro .  What sort of character is Euthyphro?  What is the nature of his business at the court?  Can we make any moral judgments regarding this?  What kind of character do you think Socrates is?  What is the problem Socrates is getting at when he asks Euthyphro whether the gods love what is good or whether the good is good simply because the gods love it?  What is the significance, for the human life, of these criteria?

T Mar 6
Plato.  Read Apology.  What does Socrates’ wisdom amount to?  How did he discover his wisdom?  Do you think that Socrates’ religious beliefs are consistent with those of the state of Athens, or is there merit in the charges against him?   What are the reasons Socrates gives when he argues that good men should lead private lives rather than enter politics?  Is Socrates a “sympathetic” historical character?  What are the practical connections between philosophy and politics?  Could you speculate about his punishment--was it fitting or too harsh?

Th Mar 8
Plato.  Read Crito and Phaedo selection.  What are the arguments Crito gives in persuading Socrates to escape?  Are they persuasive?  What is Socrates’ view regarding the opinion of the many?  Do you agree or disagree?    What arguments do the Laws give Socrates for remaining in Athens and facing his sentence?  Do you find these persuasive?  What ought to be the relationship between a citizen of a state and the laws of that state?  What about the possibility of laws which are unjust?  What would Socrates have to say about that?  What do you think Socrates means when he speaks of living the philosophical life?

T Mar 13
Mill.  Introduction.  Read Chapter I, pp. 1-14.  What is liberalism?  Explain the historical struggle between liberty and authority.  What is the new difficulty (tyranny) which Mill describes?  What are its origins, its way of manifesting itself, its problems in being remedied?  Can you think of any contemporary examples of this very difficulty?  What is the only condition under which authority can curtail the actions of an individual?

Th Mar 15
NO CLASS.  

T Mar 20
Mill.   Read Chapter II, pp. 15-52.  What is the inherent value of the expression of ideas--all ideas--according to Mill?  What arguments does he give in favor of not suppressing the expression of ideas?  Whom does Mill consider the wisest of mankind?  What is Mill’s view regarding the dictum, “truth always triumphs over persecution”? What is wrong with true opinions dogmatically held or merely “inherited”, according to Mill?  What does he mean by “dead beliefs”?  What does Mill say regarding conflicting opinions, each of which contains elements of both truth and falsity?  What concrete examples does he give?  How might it be argued that this work is a great critique of organized religion and religious dogma?

Th Mar 22
Mill.  Read Chapter III.  What is the connection between what one believes and how one chooses to live;  i.e., what is the thread of argument from Mill’s Chapter II to Chapter III?  What importance does Mill attach to individuality— personally, socially?  Can you think of contemporary examples of the suppression of individuality?

T Mar 27
SPRING BREAK


Th Mar 29
SPRING BREAK
T Apr 3 
SECOND IN-CLASS EXAMINATION.
Th. Apr 5
Marx.  Read handouts, “Ideology” and “Marx: Getting Started.”  then  Read Manifesto, Chapter I, “Bourgeois and Proletarians.” What is ideology and how does it function?  Can you think of examples of ideology? What ideas does Marx incorporate from Hegel?  What ideas does he reject?  What is dialectical materialism (also called historical materialism)?  What is Marx’s critique of capitalism?  What is the superstructure?  What is the business cycle?  What purpose is this manifesto intended to serve?  What does Marx mean by the “specter of communism”?  What does Marx claim the bourgeoisie has done to human relations?  What does Marx mean when he says, “The bourgeois create a world in its own image” and “the bourgeoisie produces...its own grave diggers”?  How is that claim related to his theory of history?

T Apr 10
Marx & Lenin. Read Chapter II, “Proletarians and Communists” in Manifesto and Read handout from State and Revolution.  Why does Marx want to abolish private property?  What does Marx have to say about so-called free trade?  On what grounds does Marx advocate the abolition of countries and nationality? What are the two stages of communism?  What is bourgeois right?  What do communism and anarchism have in common? Discussion of capitalism and communism in the contemporary world. In what ways are/were the Soviet Union, China, Cuba and other so-called communist regimes decidedly not communistic in Marx’s sense of the term?  How did their revolutions occur contrary to Marx’s theory of history?  Explain why these regimes are more properly called “state capitalism.”  In what manner are Marx’s predictions coming true?  In what manner is the U.S. economy decidedly not capitalist?  What are some of the market reforms adopted in the U.S. that come from socialist influences?

Th Apr 12
Video: “Modern Times” by Charlie Chaplin.  

T Apr 17
Beauvoir. Read pp. 15-52.  Beginning from the premise that humans are radically free and that we create all values, explain what Beauvoir means by the sub-man?  Who is the serious man?  What is the relationship between the serious man and the values he upholds?  Why is he dangerous?  What does she seem to be saying about means-ends reasoning?  Explain how she uses these ideas to critique dialectic materialism, Hegelianism, and Marxism.

Th Apr 19
Beauvoir, (cont’d).    Read pp. 115-128.  What are the two visions of the future that Beauvoir discusses?  How do they differ?  How are they related to her critique of certain kinds of Marxism?  What other movements or causes might be the object of this sort of criticism?
T Apr 24
Marx & Beauvoir. Catch-up.

Th Apr 26
THIRD IN-CLASS EXAMINATION
T May 1
Nabokov.  Read Chapters One through Four, pp. 11-55.  What is Cincinnatus C.’s crime?  What subtle cues does Nabokov give us about the society in which he lives?  Why do you think execution is the punishment for his crime?  Do you note any irregularities in the narrator’s knowledge of the identities of the characters?  What might be going on here?  Can you tell what in this novel is “really” happening in the jail cell and what is imaginary?  Why might someone like Cincinnatus be a threat to a political regime?  What type of regime is threatened by someone such as Cincinnatus?  One might describe the style in Nabokov’s novel as absurdist; why might he have chosen such a style?

Th May 3
Nabokov. Read Chapters Five through Ten, pp. 56-116.  Why is it important for Cincinnatus to know his time of execution?  Why might this information be withheld from him?  Why might fantasy play an important role in oppressive societies?  What might be the connection between fantasy and political oppression? What do you make of the guard, Rodion, and his relationship to Cincinnatus?  Who is M’sieur Pierre?  What do you think is happening between him and Cincinnatus?   And what do you make of  the Director, Rodrig Ivanovich?  And the jailer?  What do these characters have in common?

T May 8
Nabokov.  Read Chapters Eleven through Fifteen, pp. 117-158.  What sense can we make of their relationship in the world of the novel?  That is, why must their relationship be cultivated in the manner in which it is?   Of what significance is it that Cincinnatus is a writer?  What themes does Nabokov develop by focusing on Cincinnatus’ writing?  What does the novel say about writing and literature in the society depicted?  Who is the librarian?  Why is he important to Cincinnatus?

Th May 10
Nabokov.  Read Chapters Sixteen through Twenty, pp. 159-223.  What ultimately is the relationship between Cincinnatus and M’sieur Pierre?   Review earlier descriptions of M’sieur Pierre and his interactions with Cincinnatus; how do you now understand those?  Returning to one of the questions asked earlier, has your view of what is “real” and what is “imaginary” changed at all by the end of the novel?   There are many places in the novel that imply a kind of theatricality to the world that Cincinnatus inhabits.  What might be the larger significance of that?  What do you think happens at the end of the novel?  Explain your opinion.  

PLAGIARISM:  Any use of ideas not your own, whether you quote them directly or paraphrase them, must be cited.  Not doing so is plagiarism, one form of academic dishonesty.  The standard for plagiarism holds for all written work for this and any other course at Colby, and it includes books, journals, magazines, videos, web pages, spoken communication, and all other sources, regardless of medium.  Cases of plagiarism will result in an automatic ‘F’ in this course and a report sent to the Dean of Students Office.  Additional penalties can include suspension or expulsion.  See Colby College Catalogue for further details.

Your term papers are due no later than 5:00 p.m., Friday, May 18, 2007.  Of course, you may turn them in any time before that date, as well.
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