MICHAEL DAVID BURKE

P.O. Box 438

Wilton, ME  04294

(207) 645-4872

mdburke@colby.edu
EDUCATION

Master of Fine Arts, English.  University of Massachusetts, Amherst; 


emphasis in Fiction.  Awarded May 1984.

Bachelor of Arts, Philosophy.  University of California, Berkeley.


Awarded December 1977.

ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

Director, CBB (Colby-Bates-Bowdoin) Program, Cape Town, South Africa, Spring 2005

Director of Colby-in-London Program, Fall 2001.

Associate Professor, May 2000 - present.  

Assistant Professor, Fall 1999 – May 2000.  

Visiting Assistant Professor, Fall 1987-Spring 1999

Courses taught: 

English 115, English Composition

English 126, Environmental 

Literature (part of the ISP [Integrated Semester Program])


English 136 (ISP 136), Literature in the Post-War era, 1945-70


English 139 (ISP 139), Literature of Medical Ethics

English 151, Expatriate Literature (taught for Colby-in-London program)

English 152, Introduction to Literature

English 172, Introduction to Literature (for majors)

English 175 (ISP 175):  Literature of the Ancient World

English 252, Major American Writers

English 272, Introduction to the Interpretation of Literature in English: 

Historical Contexts

JanPlan 291j, Independent Study

English 313C, South African Literature (with CBB Program)

English 314C,  Creative Nonfiction:  Writing About Place (with CBB Program)

English 356, Studies in American Literary History

English 398A/382, Environmental Writing:  Writing on Place

English 413, Selected Authors (Faulkner)

English 483, Honors Thesis

English 491, Independent Study (Creative Nonfiction; T.S. Eliot).

University of Maine at Farmington.  

Director, Honors Program, Fall 1998-Current.  Coordinate curriculum, students, applications, and programming for 80-student college Honors Program.

Associate Professor, September 2001-present.  

Assistant Professor, September 1996-Spring 2001.  

Instructor, Fall 1987-Spring 1996.

Courses taught: 

English 100, English Composition

Honors 101, Western Thought

English 160, Survey of American Literature

English 212, Creative Nonfiction

English 213, Journalism

English 217, Feature Writing

Honors 223, Environmental Imagination

English 265, African-American Literature

English 300, Seminar in Writing

English 398, Directed Study.

University of Southern Maine, Lewiston-Auburn College.  Lecturer II. Taught 

English 386, Modern Age: American; Spring 1989.

Southern Connecticut State University, New Haven, Connecticut. Adjunct 

Faculty. Taught English 101, English Composition; Fall 1986.

Quinnipiac College, Hamden, Connecticut. Adjunct Faculty. Taught English 

110, English Composition; Fall 1986.

University of Massachusetts, Amherst. Graduate Teaching Assistant. Taught 

four sections of English 110, English Composition, including “Public 

Speaking” and “History of Man” sections; 1981-1982.

PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS

Child of Glaciers:  A Journey by Rivers.  Accepted for publication by the University of Arizona Press.

ANTHOLOGIES

“Rangeley, Maine.”  Yankee Magazine’s Great Weekend Getaways in New England, Globe Pequot, 1998:  Old Saybrook, Connecticut.

 “The Tallest Lady in the World.” Those Eccentric Yankees, editor John Lovell.  Yankee Books.  1991: Camden, Maine.

PERIODICALS (in chronological order)

"Highland Fling", article, The Cape Times (South Africa), August 14, 2005

"Migrations", essay, for student publication, Sandy River Review, Fall 2004

Book Review, ISLE, volume 12.1 (Winter 2005), of "The Wild God of the World", editor Albert Gelpi

Essay, "On the part-time Track," Chronicle of Higher Education, March 19 2004.  

"Kimber Lives on the Wild and Domestic Side,"  Book Review, The Colby Echo, February 27, 2003.

"A Sucker for Sawyer Prints", feature article on Charles Sawyer prints, Down East,  October 2002.

"Twelve Thousand Years", Book Review, Down East, of Twelve Thousand Years (the history of natives in Maine), June 2002.

"WOOT's Up in Wales?", sidebar, Colby Magazine, on international outdoor orientation program, Winter 2002.

"This Unique Place", Book Review, Down East, on John Cole's collection of essays, In Maine.  November 2001.

"Sugaring – Big Time", Down East, March 2001.

Excerpt from Me and Sid:  A Journey by Rivers, Organization and Environment, 

appeared January 2001, Volume 13, Number 4.

 “About This Place,” Colby Magazine, Summer 2000.

“Mount Deserted.” Yankee Magazine.  Nonfiction feature.  January 1996. 

“The Wild River.”  Country Home.  Travel column, on Maine outdoor sports.  June 1995.

____.  Independent Business/95.  Brief column, on fiddlehead fern cannery.  May 1995.

“Sentimental Journey.” Country Home.  Travel essay, on windjamming off Maine coast,  April 1995. 

“Bethel, Maine.”  Country Home, February 1995, nonfiction feature, on Bethel, Maine.

“The Way the Galaxie Ends.”  Beyond Memos.  Faculty publication of the University of Maine at Farmington.  Short story.  Spring, 1994.

“Maple Season.”  Northern New England Review, #17, essay.  Spring 1992. 

“A Place Where the Clocks Run Slow.”  Yankee Magazine.  Nonfiction feature (cover story).  May 1992.

“Connecting the Dots on the Maine Island Trail.”  Yankee Magazine, Nonfiction feature.  October 1991.

Review of Billy Watson’s Croker Sack, by Franklin Burroughs.  Maine Sunday Telegram.  Book review.  April 28, 1991.

“A Stroll Along the Allagash.”  Down East.  Nonfiction feature.  March 1991.

Review of The Play of Words, by Richard Lederer.  Maine Sunday Telegram. January 27, 1991.

Review of Wondermonger, by Michael Rothschild.  Colby Magazine.  January 1991.

Review of Wondermonger, by Michael Rothschild.  Maine Sunday Telegram. June 24, 1990.

“Who Killed John Wilson Barron?”  Down East.  Nonfiction feature.  June 1990.

“Back of Beyond.”  New England Monthly.  Nonfiction feature.  May 1990.

“Book Collection Reveals Personal Past.”   Maine Sunday Telegram.  Essay. April 8, 1990. 

“100 Hikes in Maine.”  Down East.  Book review.  April 1990. 

“Happy, Watery Trails to You.”  Islands.  Nonfiction feature,  April 1990.

Review of There Never Was a Once Upon a Time, by Carmen Naranjo, trans. Linda Britt.  Maine Sunday Telegram.  December 3, 1989.

“A Wild and Spectacular Journey by River through British Columbia.”  Boston Globe.  Travel essay.  October 15, 1989.

“Island Hopping off Maine.”  Outside Magazine.  Nonfiction feature. September 1989.

“The Outer Limits.”  New England Monthly.  Nonfiction feature.  July 1989.

“Voices from the Kingdom of Rural Maine.”  Down East.  Book review.  June 1989.

Review of The Town of No, by Wes McNair (poetry).  Maine Sunday Telegram. May 28, 1989.

“Repairing.”  Bangor Daily News.  Essay.  March 2, 1989.

“The Tallest Lady in the World.”  Yankee Magazine.  Nonfiction feature.  November 1988.

“Imagine a Life.”  Z Miscellaneous.  Short story.  November 1988. 

“A View to the Sea.”  Boston Globe.  Architecture review.   October 2, 1988. 

“The Lost Trains of the Allagash.”  New England Monthly.  Nonfiction feature.  May 1988.

“On the Underwater Front.”  Connecticut’s Finest,  Nonfiction 

feature.  Spring 1988.

“The Moose Patrol.”  New England Monthly.  Nonfiction feature.  October 1987.

“The Masters of White Water.”  New England Monthly.  Nonfiction feature. May 1987. 

“Desert Story.”  Other Voices.  Short story.  Spring 1987.

“A Hill of Wooded Wilderness Just Beyond the Backyard.”  The New York 

Times.  Essay.  March 22, 1987.

“A Reawakening on Indian Creek.”  Hampshire Life.  Essay.  March 20, 1987.

ANTHOLOGIES

“Rangeley, Maine.”  Yankee Magazine’s Great Weekend Getaways in New England, Globe Pequot, 1998:  Old Saybrook, Connecticut.

 “The Tallest Lady in the World.” Those Eccentric Yankees, editor John Lovell.  Yankee Books.  1991: Camden, Maine.

CURRENT WRITING PROJECTS
Essays on Cape Town and migrations, and other topics; travel essay on Highlands of Scotland.

Nonfiction manuscript on maple sugaring operations.

ACCEPTED FOR PUBLICATION; UNPUBLISHED 
Countryside, nonfiction feature, Acadia National Park.

Harrowsmith/Country Journal, nonfiction feature, snowcamping

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS AND WORKSHOPS

Manuscript review for Thomson Wadsworth Publishers.  August 2005.

Workshop leader, two sessions, at Nancy Marshall Communications of Augusta, Maine, in August 2004.  Principles and practice of prose.

Workshop Leader, Maine Humanities Council, "Literature & Medicine" series, Togus Hospital, five sessions, February – June, 2004.

Reader, Massachusetts Arts Council, for competition in creative nonfiction/fiction.  March, 2004.

Workshop, "Sweet Science:  Writing on Maple Sugaring", delivered January 31, 2004 at the Clark Art Institute, Williamstown, Massachusetts.  In conjunction with an exhibition of Eastman Johnson paintings.

Workshop leader, two sessions, at Nancy Marshall Communications of Augusta, Maine, in September and October 2003.  On prose style, conventions, and rules.

Paper presented, "Speaking for Others:  The Interesting Narrative . . . of Natural History Writing."  Association for the Study of Literature and Environment, June 6, 2003, Boston, Massachusetts.

Public Talk, on "Water as Metaphor", for Water-Week activities (student organized events), Colby College, March 11, 2003

Workshop Leader, Maine Writers and Publishers Alliance, on Travel Writing, February 15, 2003, Farmington, Maine.

Manuscript review for Southern Illinois Press, Fall 2002.

Reading from Me and Sid:  A Journey by River in Social Sciences and 

Humanities Colloquium, March 25, 2001, Colby College.

Colby College Environmental Lunchtime speaker series, November 15, 2000.  On natural history writing and slave narratives.

Colby Film Series, October 7, 1999.  Introduction to the film, Blow-Up
Workshop Leader, Maine Writers and Publishers Alliance, Annual Retreat, September 17-19, 1999.  Camp Kieve, Nobleboro Maine.  Creative Nonfiction workshop.

Reading, Maine Writers and Publishers Alliance, Annual Retreat, September 17, 1999, Nobleboro, from manuscript, Me and Sid:  Journeys by River.

Workshop Leader, Maine Writers and Publishers Alliance, April 24, 1999.  Bangor.  Travel and Adventure Writing (12 students).

Workshop Leader, Maine Writers and Publishers Alliance, May 14-15, 1999.  Keeper’s Inn, Isle Au Haut, Maine.  Advanced Travel Writing (8 students).

Workshop Leader, Maine Writers and Publishers Alliance, January 30, 1999, Farmington.  Travel Writing (16 students).

Public reading, University of Maine at Farmington, May 6, 1997, from Allen Ginsberg’s works, on the occasion of his death.

“Prose Writing.”  UMF Access creative writing workshop.  November-December 1997.

Presentation on English Composition for Writing Across the Curriculum Series, Colby College, on October 12, 1995.

Public reading, Faculty Reading Series, University of Maine at Farmington, March 25, 1993, from manuscript in progress, Me and Sid:  Journeys by River.

Discussion Leader, Wilton Free Public Library, April 13, 1993.  On James Baldwin’s Go Tell It on the Mountain.

Discussion Leader, Wilton Free Public Library, October 21, 1992. On the essays of E.B. White.

Presentation and workshop, “The Academic Essay,” for UMA/Rumford Center, February 25, 1992.

Presentation on “Journal Writing in the Classroom,” for Maine Secondary School Teachers, University of Maine at Farmington, May 11, 1991.

Presentation and workshop, “The Personal Essay,” for UMA/Rumford Center, October 25, 1990.

Discussion Leader, Mechanic Falls Public Library, April 17, 1990. On the essays of E.B. White.

Discussion Leader, Jay-Niles Public Library, March 26, 1990. On the essays of E.B. White.

Presentation, on free-lance writing, for Upcoming Artists, on February 9, 1990, at East Wilton, Maine.

Discussion Leader, Rumford Pubic Library, September 20, 1989. On Mark Twain.

Discussion Leader, Albion Public Library, August 8, 1989. On Edward Abbey.

Discussion Leader, “Let’s Read About It” Series, Rumford Public Library, May 4, 1988.  On detective fiction.

“Contemporary Minimalism”: discussion concerning the presence and significance of minimalism in contemporary short fiction. Given as speech at “Faculty Forum,” University of Maine, Farmington, on December 3, 1987, and at Colby College on February 1, 1988.

SERVICE
University of Maine

Member, search committee for one-year replacement position in American Literature, May 2004

Member, ad-hoc committee on journalism and the Mainestream, Spring 2004.

Participated in the DEEP meeting process, April 17, 2003, representing the Honors Program.

Advisor for LUN (Liberal Arts Undeclared) students, Fall 2002-present.

Reader for Maine Scholar, 1998-2002.

Moderator, Faculty workshop on curricular reform, University of Maine at Farmington, January 16, 2002.

Member, Ad hoc Teaching-Learning Committee, Summer 2001.  Convened to consider changes to the UMF calendar, schedule, and course credit systems.  Worked particularly on revisions to the credit system.

Editor, Apropos, a journal for student writing in the Humanities, 1997-2001

 (I created the journal, and served as the editor)

Member, Regularization Committee (a joint committee of PATFA and UMaine 

System)

Member, Arts and Sciences Committee, 1990-current

Member, Search Committee, American Literature position, 2000

Member, Dean’s Council, 1998 – present

Member, Academic Leadership Council, 1998-present

Member, Search Committee for Administrative Assistant, Summer 2000

Member, Search Committee, American Literature position, 1999

Participant, Creative Nonfiction search, Spring 1998

Participant, Creative Nonfiction search, Spring 1997

Campus Representative for PATFA (Part-Time Faculty Association) 1994-Present

Colby College

Honors Thesis Advisor, Jessica Beetz, Fall 2004.  On Rivers in Literature.

Creative Honors Thesis Advisor, Henry Munter, Spring 2004

Honors Thesis Advisor, Erik Lambert, Fall 2003.  "High Art:  Expedition Literature"

Member, search committee for tenure-line Creative Writing Position, 03-04

Hosted a classroom visit by Li Fu Tuan, Emeritus Professor of Geography at the University of Wisconsin, as a Phi Betta Kappa visitor to Colby College, March 12, 2003.

Advisor for Joshua Taylor's Independent Major

Member, search committee for tenure-line Composition position, 02-03

Participant in tenure-line American Literature search, 02-03

Member, Creative Writing Program review committee, 02-03

Director, Colby-in-London Program.

Honors Thesis Advisor, Ryan Wepler, 2001-2002.

First-year book panel, Colby College, January 3, 2002.  Presentation on Galileo's Daughter, by Dava Sobel.

Ad-hoc Benefits Committee, 2000-01.  Convened to consider changes to College Benefits package.

Financial Priorities Committee, Fall 1999-current

Secretary for AAUP, 1998-99

First-year advisor, 1992-2000

Major advisor, 2000-04

English Department Curriculum Committee, 1994-5, 1996-7

Taught “Colby 101” Course for Incoming Students, September 7, 1998

American Literature Search, participated, Spring 1998

British Literature search, Participated, Spring 1998

Conducted Senior Exit Interviews for Dean of Students office, Spring 1996 & 

1997

Member, Fiction Writer search committee, one-year replacement, 1997-98

American Literature Search, participated, Spring 1996

Honors Thesis, Amy Phalon, 1995-6

Editorial board for Composing, English Department composition journal, 1995-7

Honors Thesis, Greta Wood, 1993 (incomplete)

Curriculum revision workshop, English Department, June 2-3, 1993

CONFERENCES

UMaine System Honors conference, April 16-17, 2004, Orono, Maine.

Associated Writing Programs conference, March 24-28, 2004, Chicago, Illinois

Association for the Study of Literature and Environment, Boston University, Boston, MA, June 2-5, 1999

Associated Writing Programs conference, February 24-28 2003, Baltimore, Maryland.

UMaine System Honors conference, April 11-12, 2003, Portland, Maine.

Northeast Regional Conference for Honors Colleges, March 27-30, 2003, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.

National Collegiate Honors Council, Orlando, Florida, October 28-31, 1999.

Association for the Study of Literature and Environment, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo,  June 2-5, 1999.

Modern Language Association, San Francisco, California, December 27-30, 1998.

American Women Nature Writers, University of New England, Portland Maine, June 18-21, 1998.

Council of Public Liberal Arts Colleges – English meeting, March 6-8, 1998, Portland Maine.

North American Interdisciplinary Conference on Environment & Community, University of Nevada, Reno Nevada, February 19-21, 1998.

Moderator, “Encounters” session of the Image of Nature, University of Southern Colorado; Colorado Springs, Colorado. March 11-13, 1993.

GRANTS
Humanities Grant, Colby College, for research into National Parks of South Africa, in preparation for course on South African environmental literature.

Stipend, Colby College, to prepare Integrated Semester Program course cluster on Ancient World, Summer 2003.

Humanities Grant, Colby College, to assist in the writing of a book on the large-scale sugarers of Somerset County.  April 2000.

Stipend, Colby College, to prepare Integrated Semester Program course on Environments, Summer 1999.

Travel Grant, University of Maine at Farmington; Association for the Study of Literature and Environment Conference, Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo,  Michigan. June 2-5, 1999.

Travel Grant, Colby College;  Modern Language Association Convention, San Francisco, California. December 27-30, 1998.

Travel Grant, Colby College and University of Maine at Farmington; North American Interdisciplinary Conference on Environment & Community, University of Nevada, Reno, Nevada. February 19-21, 1998.

Travel Grant, Colby College;  Image of Nature conference, University of Southern Colorado, Colorado Springs, Colorado.  March 11-13, 1993.

Pluralism Grant, University of Maine System, for “Strangers in a Strange Land: The Relationship of Author to Audience in African-American Literature.” May, 1993.

Humanities Grant, Colby College, for Me and Syd: A Journey (nonfiction book). April, 1991.

MEMBERSHIPS
American Association of University Professors.

Association for the Study of Literature and the Environment

National Collegiate Honors Council

Idaho Outfitters & Guides Association
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