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NO MAJOR STRATIGRAPHIC GAP EXISTS NEAR THE MIDDLE–UPPER PENNSYLVANIAN
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The comments offered by Robert Wagner on our paper do not force
us to revise our conclusions in any way. We do not, as Wagner
mistakenly suggests, refute the existence of a major stratigraphic gap
comprising much of the Stephanian in northwest Europe. That gap is
well documented, as Wagner points out. Rather, our purpose is to
refute Wagner’s contention that a similar gap exists in North America.
In our paper, we marshal detailed and multifaceted evidence for a
largely continuous Pennsylvanian succession in North America. As
Wagner does not attack any of our arguments, we do not reiterate them
here; the reader may refer to our publication for details (PALAIOS, v.

26, p. 125–139). Nonetheless, we thank Wagner for his discussion of the
Pennsylvanian of northwest Europe and the historic evolution of
stratigraphic terminology. Although these do not impact on our
findings, the fact that the Cantabrian and Barruelian type sections
contain marine strata is important because it will eventually allow these
units to be tightly correlated within the marine-based global
stratigraphic framework.
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