ES 118 Group Proposal Suggestions

A solid proposal will: (1) contain a working or tentative hypothesis, (2) specify the dependent variable or variables, (3) identify the independent variables, (4) propose the eight case studies and (5) state the reasons for these choices.

To create this type of proposal you should:

1. Define a tentative or working hypothesis that posits a relationship between dependent (the variables to be explained) and independent variables (the variables expected to explain variation in the dependent variable). The nature of this hypothesis can change over time as you learn more about your subject, but specifying one at the beginning provides a way to focus your early work.

2. Define the dependent variable or variables. Are they expressed in an observable form? (i.e. Do you know exactly what data you need to measure them?) Think about exactly what it is you are trying to explain? Have you found the data for dependent variable or variables?

3. Define the independent variables or at least types of independent variables. Can you find data for them?

4. Define the eight cases the group will use for the comparative case study. The proposal should identify which pair of the eight each member of the group will analyze. Why were those eight chosen? What were the criteria used to choose them? Remember the idea is to maximize the interesting variation and minimize the “noise” variation.

