ES334 – Midterm study questions

Can you define the concept “international regimes”? Provide examples of international environmental regimes. What are the main components of the regimes you have cited as examples?

What do we mean by “actor” in international environmental politics?

Define and provide examples of the following concepts used to describe and analyze international environmental issues: 

- commons (common pool resources); 

- externalities; 

- shared resources;

Is “tragedy of the commons” inevitable in the use of common pool resources? Why, or why not? Can you provide examples that we have considered in class.

List and describe in 2 sentences each the main instruments of international environmental cooperation. (convention, protocol, implementation and funding mechanisms). Provide examples.

Provide the names, location, and year of the three global environmental summits.

For each of the summits, list and describe in one sentence at least 3 important outcomes. Overall, what is the role of these summits in global environmental politics?

Describe some important differences between the three meetings.

Was the Johannesburg summit a failure or a qualified success? Explain. 
At what forum the sustainable development concept was “launched” as the main principle of international environmental cooperation? What is the significance of the sustainable development principle for international environmental cooperation? Have the international regimes studied in this class advanced the objective of sustainable development? Why or why not?
Describe at least two indicators that try to measure sustainable development. How are these indicators different and/or similar?

What are some criticisms raised of the SD concept? Do you agree or disagree with them? Why?

Haas, Keohane and Levy (1993) argue that international environmental institutions affect the policies of state by increasing concern, capacity, and contractual environment? What do they mean by concern, capacity and contractual environment? Illustrate with examples from a regime we have studies in class.
What is the Environmental Kuznetz Curve (EKC)? Is this a useful operationalization of the link between growth and environmental performance? Explain why or why not.

Can you distinguish between stratospheric and tropospheric ozone and associated environmental problems?

Explain the general mechanism of stratospheric ozone depletion and why this is a problem?

What scientists discovered the mechanism of ozone layer depletion?

What analytical concept can be used to characterize the ozone depletion problem. Explain why?

Which countries pushed for international ozone depletion regulations and why? What was the position of the European Community and why?

Which is the main scientific body informing the ozone regime? What has been its role in the regime?

What is the ozone hole? Has it been increasing or decreasing in size over the last decade?

When (year) was the Montreal protocol negotiated and what are its major provisions? What is its policy significance? What made the agreement in Montreal possible?

What substances are regulated under the original Montreal protocol? For which blocks of countries (e.g. developed, developing, transition)?

What is the significance of the 1990 London amendment to the Montreal Protocol?

Can you list the main institutions in the ozone regime?

What is the Multilateral Fund? Explain its significance for the ozone regime.

Why did developing countries join the ozone regime?

What are some compliance problems with the ozone regime and why did they emerge?

Explain the mechanism of trans-boundary air pollution and acid rain in Europe?

What analytical concept can be used to characterize the issue? Explain why?

Provide examples of countries that have been large recipients of transboundary air pollution and such that have been the largest emitters? 

When (year) was the Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution Convention (LRTAP) adopted and what is its significances? What facilitated the adoption of the LRTAP convention?

What is the role of the EMEP protocol in the LRTAP convention?

List the protocols that regulate sulfur emissions under LRTAP and the years they were adopted.

Which countries have been the main proponents of strict sulfur regulation in Europe and why? 

What political factors explain the adoption of progressively stronger sulfur emission regulations under LRTAP?

Can you define the concept “critical loads”?

What is critical loads gap closure? In which protocol(s) to the LRTAP convention is the objective of critical loads gap closure used as basis of regulation?

Why did countries agree to negotiate around critical loads estimates in the Second Sulfur Protocol and the Gothenburg Protocol? 

Describe briefly RAINS. What was its role in the LRTAP convention and protocols? List at least two protocols that were guided by RAINS outputs?

Is the US party to LRTAP and the Second Sulfur Protocol? Why or why not?

Provide an example of at least 3 green house gases. Why are they called GHGs?

What are some of the major potential effects of climate change?

What is the IPPC and its role in the climate regime?

When (year) was the UNFCC adopted? List its most important provisions.

Identify the interests/negotiating positions of the major actors/blocks in the negotiations of the Kyoto Protocol?

Why did countries agree to adopt the Kyoto Protocol?

What is the Kyoto Protocol? Year adopted and major provisions.

What are the “flexible mechanisms” under the Kyoto protocol? 

Describe the JI and the CDM. What is there role in the climate regime?

What is “hot air”?

What are the legal conditions for entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol?

What are the positions of the US, EU, and Russia on the adoption of the Kyoto Protocol? Why do the positions of these three countries matter?

When did the Kyoto Protocol enter into force?

What are some of the main faults of the Kyoto protocol according to S. Barrett? What is/are Barrett’s proposal(s) for a more productive cooperation on climate change?

Can you identify potential implementation problems if the Kyoto Protocol enters into force? Can you propose ways in which implementation problems could be minimized or averted?

Why, according to M. Grubb, should the EU go ahead in implementing the Kyoto protocol even without participation by the US?

Can you list the major treaties and institutions within the climate regime?

When was the IWC created, by which group of countries, and why?

What are the main regulatory mechanisms of the IWC?

Why and how did the IWC membership expand?

What countries supported a universal ban on whaling? Why?

When was the whaling ban adopted?

Are there any exemptions from the whaling ban?

What countries are against a whaling ban? Why?

What has been the effect of the whaling moratorium?

What are the whaling policies of the US, Norway, Japan, Iceland?

What is the role of NGOs in the whaling regime? Give an example of at least one NGO active in this issue area.

List the main institutions and provisions of the whaling regime.

What factors might explain the increase in the number of environmental NGOs? 

Can you provide at least two examples each of transnational and local NGOs? Discuss briefly the main interests/activities of each.

Do you see any important differences in the strategies and objectives of transnational and local NGOs? Can you list these and explain?

Wapner argues that a transnational civil society is emerging. What are its elements according to Wapner and what is its role in global environmental politics? Do you agree with the assessment that there is a transnational civil society? Why or why not? Do YOU think this is important political force?

Who is Wangari Muta Maathai? What is the history and objectives of the Green Belt Movement? Where did it start?

What is the role of NGOs in international environmental politics?

Why, according to Keck and Sikkink, NGOs organized in transnational networks? What are the strategies and advantages of these networks? 

What is the “boomerang effect” of transnational NGO networks and coalitions according to Keck and Sikkik? What are the conditions for success of a boomerang pressure strategy? Provide an example.
You saw examples of transnational NGO networks involving local and transnational actors and pressure both in the case of Quebec and the Amazon? Are these networks’ strategies similar or different? How so?

What is the environmental significance of the Amazon?

What are the major threats to Amazon biodiversity?

What was the Polonoroeste project? Why did NGOs campaign against it? What were the objectives of transnational and local NGOs? What interests supported and opposed the project, why?

What did the transnational campaign against Polonoroeste achieve? Was this more of a success or more of a failure according to you? Explain.

Describe briefly the ARPA project. What in your view is the role of such transnational public partnerships in environmental governance?

When was the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) adopted? When did it come into force? Has the US ratified the CBD? Why?

What were the main points of contention between developing and developed countries in the negotiations of the CBD? Were they resolved? How?

What does the Cartagena Protocol regulate? When was it adopted? What are some of its main provisions?

What coalitions emerged in the negotiations of the Cartagena Protocol? What were their main interests?

What is advanced informed agreement for the deliberate release of living modified organisms in the environment? Explain what the provision means. Does it cover consumer products?
What is the GEF? Why and when was it created? Which are the main components of its financing portfolio? List two major environmental regimes for which the GEF provides financial assistance.

What is the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment?

When was CITES negotiated? What does it regulate? What is the difference between Annex I and Annex II countries?

Under what CITES Annex is the African listed? Why?

Nancy Peluso argues that international efforts to promote conservation can amount to “coercive conservation” and can backfire. What is the logic of the argument?

What is the Business Council for Sustainable Development? Describe its membership, the principles it promotes, and its role in international environmental politics.

The Bhopal disaster. What is it? Did it have an impact on global environmental politics?

Describe the Responsible Care program and its significance for the chemical industry and for public safety.

Ronnie Garcia-Johnson argues that the multinational chemical corporations helped export good environmental practices with their operation in developing countries (Brazil and Mexico)? What does she mean exactly by good environmental practices?  Why would multinational firms engage in exporting environmentalism? Are you convinced by the argument? Why or why not?

Describe the elements of Shell’s corporate responsibility policies.

Provide an example of social or environmental safety failures of the Shell Corporation.

What is triple bottom line reporting? Provide an example.

Why do industrial actors adopt voluntary programs, regulations, and codes to mitigate their impact on the environment? Provide examples of such programs, codes, or regulations.

What is product certification? How does it work? Provide examples.

What is the Forest Stewardship Council? Describe its membership and work. What does the FSC logo stand for? What in you view is its impact on forestry policy and on markets? 

What exactly do we mean by public-private partnerships? 

Do public-private partnerships have advantages over inter-governmental environmental cooperation? Explain. If yes, could you provide examples of such advantages. 

Name at least 3 public-private partnership projects, the main participants, and the main objectives of their work.

What is the World Commission of Dams? Describe its work. What is the likely effect of the Commission on mitigating the environmental and social impacts of dam construction? Is this an example of a highly successful public-private partnership? Why or why not?

What is the Global Compact?

What is ISO14000?

Does environmental certification hurt the interests of developing countries? What is J. Clapp’s argument? Do you agree? Why or why not? 

What are “epistemic communities” according to Peter Haas? What is their role in international environmental cooperation? What example does he use to illustrate that role? Do you agree or disagree with his argument? Why?

What are Integrated Assessments of environmental issues? Provide at least 3 examples from ALL the material we have covered in class.

Why according to Biermann the IPPC and the Biodiversity Assessment have limited influence in the South? What can be done to increase the credibility and acceptance of international assessments? Is the Millennium Biodiversity Assessment likely to be more influential? Explain.
When was environmental protection incorporated as a component of EU supranational policies?

What is the significance of the Maastricht Treaty for EU environmental policies?

List the four major institutions in the EU and describe in 1-2 sentences their role in shaping EU environmental policy.

What are the 2 main regulatory instruments in EU environmental policy?

What broad environmental areas are covered by the body of EU environmental regulations?

What factors have driven the strengthening of EU environmental policies over time? Discuss each in 2-3 sentences. 

List and explain in 1-2 sentences the main mechanisms that seek to assure the implementation of EU environmental law by member states and accession countries. 

In what areas of global environmental cooperation is the EU establishing a leadership position? Why in your view?
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