ASSIGNMENT # 1

GO359 POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES FALL 2004

THE STALINIST SHOW TRIALS
This is the first of two assignments that asks you to explore the relationship between political ideology and particular policies.

QUESTION: Show trials were neither unique to the Soviet empire nor to the Stalinist period, yet they were particularly bloody in the Soviet bloc in the 1930s and again in the 1950s. Make an argument that the show trials were not just the whim of a maniacal leader and his puppets in the satellite countries, but rather were rooted in the political ideology that underlay a particular type of regime. 

GUIDELINES: Response papers should be between 5-10 pages, double-spaced. They should draw upon the relevant assigned readings and class discussions plus 3 outside sources – books, academic journal articles (ask if you are unsure) or documents. You may focus on trials in the USSR and/or any of the communist bloc countries where major trials occurred.  

Papers should be well organized, provide adequate analysis, present a coherent argument, and offer conclusions supported by evidence. Sources should be properly cited. The style you use is up to you, as long as the information is complete and the style of citation is consistent throughout the paper.

Pages must be numbered. Papers should be stapled.  

DUE: October 15 by 12:00 noon to Miller 242. No late papers accepted. 

