POST-MODERN: extrapolated from FEMINISM AND POST-MODERNISM ed. LINDA NICHOLSON.

1.LANGUAGE AS SELF CONSCIOUS, REFLECTED ACTIVITY

2.SELF AS SUBJECTIVE

3.REJECTS IDEA OF LINEARITY AND CONTINUITY AND EVOLUTIONARY: 
THE FACT OF HISTORY

4. REJECTS MODERNIST IDEA OF HIGH AND LOW-CULTURE; THE CANON;

Rather, everything is a text to be examined and revealed.

5.AGAINST THE GENERALIZATION OF KNOWLEDGE; GENDER,RACE, ETC

6. QUESTIONS; LEGITIMACY OF SCIENCE; How science tells us to use and know our bodies (Foucalt and Lacan)

6a. THE SUPREMACY OF THE WEST SCIENCE; we are NOT more advanced than other cultures. ETHNOCENTRISM

7. EVERY THEORETICAL CONSTRUCT, ALL A PRIORI KNOWLEDGE, is borne of its own false assumptions.  Conceptual distinctions, criteria of legitimation, cognitive, procedural rules ... are political and therefore represent moves of power. IN POETRY, for example, CLARITY. THINK OF E.D. HIRSCH'S TESTS OF CHILDREN, AND THEIR CULTURAL BIASES. What's clear to a middle-class white person from the suburbs, may not be clear to a person of color from the ghetto. Or it's not clear to me for example, as a lower-middle class person, that beauty in and of itself, has any absolute value.

"The eye ... in which the active and interpreting forces, through which alone seeing becomes seeing something, are supposed to be lacking is an absurdity and a nonsense. There is only a perspectival seeing, only a perspectival knowing."


Nietzsche, ON THE GENEOLOGY OF MORALS

THE POSTMODERNIST CLAIM:

The very criteria demarcating the true and the false, as well as such related distinctions as science and myth and superstitiion, were internal to the traditions of modernity and could not be legitimized outdside of those traditions, Moreover, it may be argued that the very use of such criteria...had to be described as representing the growth and development if specific :regimes of power.



Linda Nicholson FEMINISM/POSTMODERNISM

IDENTITY AND DIFFERENTIATION:

 The elevation of Individualism created by modernity:


Instead of a divinely sanctioned, consensual moral order, there emerges the decentered world of a plurality of individual agents responsible for their own destinies. At the same time that this order of individualized agency undermines all religious presuppositions and secularizes our reality, the primitive type of individuality involved necessitates that there be a single norm of authority which subordinates the plurality of individualized agency, and renders it so many distinct versions of this sole authoritative voice.  Accordingly, the implications of the modernist discovery of the existence of individualized and therefore plural values are contained in the face of the necessity to reduce this plurality to a single standard.



Anna Yeatman, A FEMINIST THEORY OF SOCIAL DIFFERENTIATION 


Liberal individualism denies difference by positing the self as a solid, self-sufficient unity, not defined by or in need of anything or anyone other than itself. Its formalistic ethic of rights denies difference by leveling all such separated individuals under a common measure of rights. Community, on the other hand, denies difference by positing fusion rather than separation as the social ideal.



Iris Marion Young, "The Ideal of Community and the Politics of Difference," SOCIAL THEORY AND PRACTICE Vol. 12, No. 1

The process by which knowledges are ordered into sequences which are congruent with previouslyestablished categories of knowledge... We are continuously working to make sense of and articulate both place and event.  Any "locale"represents a process of contestation and negotiation.


Elspeth Probyn, TRAVELS IN THE POSTMODERN; MAKING SENSE OF THE LOCAL



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































